Tubuloreticular structures and antinuclear antibodies in autoimmune and non-autoimmune diseases.
Tissues obtained at random from patients suffering from autoimmune and non-autoimmune diseases were studied for the presence of tubuloreticular structures (TRS). It could be demonstrated that the occurrence of TRS in renal tissue is not a specific characteristic of systemic lupus erythematosus whereas the presence of such structures in skin tissue might be suggestive for this disease. The serum of some of the patients could be studied for the presence of antinuclear antibodies (ANA). A statistically significant correlation was found between TRS and ANA in the group of patients with autoimmune diseases. The possibility is discussed that this correlation might favour the theory that viruses may be involved in the aetiology of autoimmune diseases, particularly of systemic lupus erythematosus.